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From this interview with Harold Jennings Ward we learn about the
founding of the Sunshine Mission by his grandfather Frances K. "Daddy"
Ward. Throughout this fnterview, which s touched with bits of humor,
we learn about the charitable gide of early Cedar Rapide and the loving
ralationship of this man.

Harold also has interesting recollections of the early topography

and buildings about town where he has lived since 1913,
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Junier League of Cedar Rapids Oral History Project
Incerview with Harold Jennings Ward
Conducted by Carcle Petersen (Mrs. Dom A.)
3504 Random Road 5K

May 17, 1985

Hi, Harold. Can you give me youtr full name, when you were born,
and where?

My full name iz Harold Jennings Ward. I was borm inm . . . Just
outside of Cedar Rapide inm 1911, July 16.

Wae that Shellsburg?

Ehellsburg.

I'wve hesrd of that town.

Herold, when did you move to Cedar Raplds?

When I was abour Cwo years old.

So vou've lived here since 1913 or did you go somewhere else?
Except for years in the army and college I have lived in Cedar
Rapids.

Where do you live now?

I'live on 26th Street just south of Bewver Avenue.

Give us your address so when people listem te this hundreds of
vears from now they can look wyou up. ({Laughter}

410 26th Street 5E.

Who liwves there with you?l

My wife, Winnie, Winifred. Cathy and Cindy.

How old is Cathy?
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Cathy is 21. Cindy is 23.

Cindy is somewhere else.

Cindy is now in Oklahoma City.

Do you go down and see her often?

We've been down once in the last year.

bon't go down in the summer, it's too hot there.

I have one other daughter who lives in Virginia.

Where in Virginia?

Zhe lives in Washington. Her name is Kay.

You said "Washingtom.” You don't mean Washington, D.C.

Yes, just coutside of Weshingtom, D.C.

My gon is going to go live there this summer. Talk to you about
that later.

What do you do for 2 business, Harold?

I'm in the wholesale nut business. WVending of nuts and wholesale
of edible nuts.

That's why they call you the "nut man".

Johngon Hut Company.

How did you get started in the Johnson Hut Company? Why ien't it
called che Ward Hut Company?

Fate has & lot to do with our early years. I worked for what was
known as the Johnson Rut Company vwhen I was in High Schoal and also
when I . . . & gouple of years at Coe before I went on to Iowa.

I had one year of theology, my father being a Baptist minister, you
were supposed to follow your father's profession. 1 attended the
Garret Theological Seminary in Evanston. The good Lord and I de-

cided not that it wasn't for me, but that I wasn't for the ministry.
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I came back to Cedar Rapids and I bought out the Johnson Hut
Company that I'd worked for.

It was started by a man named Johnson.

It was originally started by & man by the name of Johnson.

You have a grandfather named Frances Eittrich Ward; ceften kpown
a5 Frances K. "Daddy" Ward. He was famous for having started

the Sunshine Migsion. Your dad sleoc went to work with him and

he was Frances H. Ward. Does that H stand for Harold? Were you
named after him?

Ho. In fact,; it was Frank Henry.

How come it's listed as Frances sometimes?

I suppose because my grandfather's name was Frances. But actually
it was Frank. Frank Henry Ward.

Then Harold doesn't mean that you were named after your dad. But
your name does have kind of a story behind it. What's your middle
name

Jennings.

Tell me the story about that.

My father was a staunch Republican. The only Democrat that [ ever
remember him voting for as President for the Presidency was Willism
Jennings Bryan. William Jennings Bryam was a great orator,; the
Silver—tongued orator,; he was known as. A very, very great funda-
mental religious man. My dad sdwirved him and he named me Jennings.
Z0 he named you really, not for his politics, but for his religiom.
For his religion. (Laughter)

Let's talk a little bit about your grandfather, Frances Eittrich

Ward. He founded the Sunshine Mission. Before we talk about the



miggion, let's get a little background on him. Where was he
born?

Ward: He was born in Boston. He was what was then called "bound out".
He was an orphan boy.

CF: What happened to his parenta? Do you know?

Ward: He doesn't even know. He didn't know what happened to them. He
was an orphan boy in Boston and he was "bound out". "Bound out"
meant almost rented out to somebody. You worked for them and they
gupplied wou with food and so0 Forth. The old gentleman was harsh
and hard on him s0 he left and came ocut as a woung boy to Iowa,
bummed his way actually, I suppose, on the railroad.

CP: When wou say, "a young boy," how old would he have been?

Ward: Probably 16 - 18 years old. He found a home in Monticello. A
farm lady, an elderly farm lady took him in. He found a very, wery
close friend in her. She meant a great deal to his future.

CP2 Do you remember her name?

Ward: HNo, I don't. We don't have a record of that.

CEP: Was ghe a farm lady?

Ward: Yes. In fact, I think he came to the farm door and she took him in
because she had lost a little boy. It's a wery sentimental story
about how they got together and she treated him so micely and he
knew that there was somebody in the world that could care for him.

CFPi Didn't he later Eind his brother or his brother find him?

Ward: Yes. BSewveral wyears later they met. His brother was in the grainm
business, like the Guaker Qats, at that time. They did discover
ecach other.

CP: How would he ever hawe found him if your grandfather didn't remember
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his parents or koow anyone?

T ecan't give you all the records of that but they did. He was in
I[1linois somewhere. He did find him,

pid wou ever meet him?

Bo. Ho.

Mow he would have been, was it George?

Yes.

He didn't know anything about his parents either?

Wo. Ko they didn't know apparently anything about their mother
and father.

Isn't that really interesting to see how people took im other
people. You don't know who they are or anything and yet you can
do that.

They did know. . . my dad does know he was of English descent,
and as wou have seen in his picture, he was a little. . . very
chaerming little old English gentleman.

You will include an picture of him with this interview because

he is a delight to see.

What was his first job, or I mean his carly jobs? He was witch
the reailroad. Can you tell us abour thac?

Yess Out of Dubugue there was a railroad that went West out of
DMubugue. As a young man, he peddled food on the train. He would
go back and forth with the people and put some pecana on their lap
and sell them. (Laughter)

That"s how wou pot atarted] (Laughter.}

And sell them some peanuts. There was a gentleman on that route

who took such a liking for my grandfather and he asked him to



come to Cedar Rapids to the YHCA.

(e S Who was that gentleman, do you koow?

Ward: HNo. I really don't. They brought him here. My grandad didn't
think he wae gualified for it. But they brought him here and of
course, it was the greatest thing that ceuld have happened to him
and for Cedar Hapida, because later, then, out of the YMCA, the
businessmen here asked him to orgamize the Missions

CP: Whar was his job wich the YMCA? Was he manager?

Ward: He was financlal. . . raising funds.

CP: Where was the ¥?

Hard: At the corper of First Avenue and First Street. The northwest
COFRET .

CPi How that would make it where there isa't anything nowl

Ward: Right.

oP: The opposite corner was the Sunshine Mission.

When was he married?

Ward: Grandfather. . . I think I'm giving wou this about right. . .
it was probably in the [ widdle 1800's/.

CP: 1 think there was an article about his golden anniversary in 1950 in
the papet. i;}ticte probably refers to father's anniwfrsary;?
Who did he marry?

Ward: It was a lady by the name, his same last name, her last name
was Ward., Thev were not relatives,; of course. )

CP: That means something to me. 1 was a Petersen before I was
married and 1 married & Petersen.

Ward: Where did your dad fit into this family, was he the first-born

or was he an enly child?
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Wo, there were five boya and one girl. My father was, I think,
the second boy.

How he poes into the Mission with yﬂur.iErandIathQE?, none of

the others or sister did.

Ho. My father was a Baptist minister. He had his college train=-
ing and went into the Baptist ministry. M mother and Eather were
very happy in one of their charges in Omaha. My mother said she
had never spent more wonderful years than their home in Omsha.
While there, my prandmother died and the Mission Board asked my
dad to come hére and serve as assistant to Grandad. 5o my mother
wag wvery, very gad to leave Omaha but they did and they came here
and he served with Grandad until Grandad's death and then he
served as superintendant.

Your dsd wag & Baptist minigter, was your prandad a Baptist minli=
Etert

Ho. He was not & minister really, an ordained minister at all.
But he preached, Where did your dad get his training? DMd he go
to Garret like you did? Can you remember where that was?

Epwurth Seminarys

We just passed by there. That's a big bullding now,

Your grandfather you mentioned, let's talk sbout the Mission & bit.
The City Fathers decided that they wanted him to found & mission,
called the Sunshine Mission. Was that a national organization?
There was & Mission Association, but they were not in any way
affiliated. They were individual missions. Today we still hawve
them in the big eities in New York and Chicago. Skid Row and

those places.
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Are they called the Sunshine Missions?

Ko, they're called Missions.

S0 this was the only Sunshine Mission.

Who wore these businessmen? Do yvou know the names of any of them?
Robert Armstrong's father, Mr. Killiean, Fobert Sinclair {(of the
Sinclair Packing Company, which is now Wilson and Company). They
were all influential men and the reasen that they asked Grandad te
form the Mission. . . that was back before there was any Federal,
State, Local sid of any kind. . . not even the Salvation Army was
in Cedar Rapids. A&ll of the needy were taken care of through an
organization such as the Sunshine Mission.

Who did it before the Sunshine Mission?

It was just churches, really. Incidentally, the Mission was inter-—
denominational. 1t was supported by all the depominations. My
grandfather and my father's preatest friemds. . .thie is where
ecumenism fits into my beliefs so much. There were people of the
priesthood, Rabbis. . . Being interdenominatiomal, its purpose
was to serve the needy people. There was never any conflict of
views of what the Mission was or what it was for. About 1926,

the City gave my grandfathers . « I have bis silver loving cup
that they gave him &8 the City's Most Cherished Citizen. 1Im that
kind of work, when you're dealing with people like that {and we
have people today doing great work), you feel worthwhile.

He was. They were.

When you talked asbout "there were people in necd", we don't have
railroada here in Cedar Kepids now. There ugsed to be a railroad

that came through here, because the railroads came through, you
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got a lot of trensients coming in. Were they just people who were
just paseing in the night or were they people who lived here that
came to the MissionT

A lot of the wen were traveling, let's say in the Depression years,
the early 30"'s, a lot of men were traveling across the country who
Wwere. . » my grandfather always said that they were just retired ot
men out of work, which they were. & lot of men from all over the
country; good men,; traveled trying to [ind a job somevhere. So
they would come through here and of course the Miesion wae the
rlace Eo stay overnight. They pot & meal, they had to take a bath,
they had to go Eo service, Church service; because the Mission had
a church service every night of the week. Sunday nighte they
broadcast their Mission service over & station called ECEG. When
they would come through Cedar Rapids, of course, everyone, all of
these men knew where the Mission was. It was a great experience
because some were fine men, but some. . . one man they pot in
there one time would rather go to the police sgtation than take a
bath.

I tead about that, let's get back to that. Let's talk first about
when this mission got started. You're talking about the 20's and
30's bur it started long before that, when was that?

It started in the wery early 1900's.

18958

1 believe that's right.

When you talked about the people that came, you mentioned men. How
about women and children; did they ever come?

Yes. The Mission was &n organization that took care of everyone.
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They had unwed gals. They would come to Cedar Rapids and hawve
their babw. They staved at the Mission and after the baby was
born, if they wanted to keep the baby the Mission would assist
them in getting started in a job or some way to keep the child

and if they wanted to adopt it, they assisted them in adopting

the child. Then, of course, familiea, destitute families,

evicted from their homes, they would come to the Mission for

help. Every kind of need was serviced in the Mission. Back to
these men, the Mission was right down on, what would in Chicago

be called Skid Row. First Street wes what would be called
saloons. My father and grandfather, one after dinner drink was
oyer=indulgence and one of the messages wag. .

They did that or that was over-indulence by others. Did they
drimk?

Ho, no, Thelr attitude was after dinner., . . in fact, my father
used to preach. . . and I 1like a little humor in things and I can
remember that we used to say that Dad would tell them about his
preaching one night at the Mission and he was telling the men that
you can't bury all your problems in aleoholic beverages. In fact,
if you think you picked a lemon from the tree of life, there was
no reason to come home juiced every might. (Laughter)

That's not bad advice for now,.

Dad had a fishworm on the pulpit and a glaes of water and a glass
of alcohol, This is the way the story goes. He dropped the fish-
worm in the glass of water and it just gurled up. He dropped it
in the alcohoel and it died. Dad said, "Now what does that prove?"

One of the old boye in the back of the room stood up and said,
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"That proves if you drink you won't get worms." (Laughter)
Getting the message across was as difficult then as it is mow.
Talk a little bit about what happened when the people came. You
gaid the thing about them going to jail. Did that mean people
were arrested?

No. During the Depression they could go over there to sleep.
They had a place for them to sleep. But they furnished them no
meals or anvthing.

T read an article sbout the Mission and it said when you cambe,
1 know you mentioned you had to bathe, it also mentioned you
had to have your clothes fumigated. One man wasn't about to do
that so he opred to go to jail.

Trie,

They said that that mission was the cleanest place ever because
they did require people to bathe and fumigate their clothes.
Tes, they did.

You didn't get food and shelter until you went to church.
That's right.

Wherte was the Sunshine Mission located?

On the corner of First Avepue and Firast Street, the southwest
corner, which is now the Federal Building.

It had quite a few homes, though, before that, didn't ie?

Yes. It was in the Presbyterian Church om, T think, Fifth
Strest.

1 remember going to the Sunshine Mission when I was a little
girl., It used to be where in place of the Salvation Army,

you would take used things. But it wasn't there, it was over
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by the Roosevelb.

Right,

That's where it was at the end?

Yes. The government bought out the lot, the block there where
the Federal Building is now and they tore out all of the. .
that was one of the Urban Renewal original programs.

That was a Post Office for awhile, right.

Right .

You know you talked once when we were talking earlier about
various businesses that were around the Sunshine Mission.
When the Mission was located elose by the river, next to it
wag the Gazette and you mentioned a man called Fred Faulkes,
and also Turner Mortuary. Did they take a part in the Mission
at all?

They were located. . . the Mission extended from First Street
back between First and the River. FBehind them there was Toom
for about a 30 foot room, fronmtage, for the Gazette. The old
Gazette building was down there. Mr. Faulkes that you spoke
of was with the Gazette at the time. The Turner Mortuary was
located downstairs below sidewalk level next to the Gazette,
between the Gazette and the Mission,

The Turner Mortuary that we know today?

Yes. Turner Mortuary that we know of today, it was originally
John Turner, then his son Dawve, thep John Turner that we all
know «

You're talking about the first one.

I'm talking about old John Turner.
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A man came into my grandfather's office one day and he said,
"1 have money to go to & hotel, but I have a peculiar soore
and it is so lowd that people in the hotel don't want me there,
Do you have a place to put me?" Grandad put him down in a
little room off of their men's dormitory. There was a brick
or stone wall between the mission there and old John Turner's
Mortuary. One morning old John Turner came in and he said,
"Daddy, what have you got in your basement?" Grandad says,
"Why, John?" "Well, I came into the Mortuary last night and
I opened the door off the sidewalk, and I was going down to
the Mortuary {which was below street lewvel}, I heard this
terrible groaning. .
(Laughter) That might scare you a bit, walking into a Mortuary.
.Grandad says, "Well, John, tell me, did you go into the
Mortuary last night?" He saya, "Daddy, you'll never know."
{Laughter)
¥ou talk about people coming in getting help from the HMission,
let's say they died. Did the Mortuary take them in? What
happened when someone died and you didn't know who they were?
Yeg, it was taken care of. The Mission, of course; you know
about what they called the Lord's Ground over in Linwood Ceme-
terys. My grandfather arranged for asbout & quarter of an acte
of land in the rear of the cemetery.
Where is Linwood Cemetery?
I1t"s over on Sixth Street Southwest.
People that didn't have & place to be buried, my grandfather

would bury them on what was called the Lord's Ground.
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How did he get the Lord's Ground?

They purchased it.

The Mission did?

The Misgion did. The Mission at that time, the YHMCA, the YWCA,
(there may have been one other)that were included in what they
called "The Community Chest, which ia today the United Way.
People would give to that and that's where the financing of
YHMCA, the YWCA, and the Missicn.

That's how they got the money to buy the Lord's Ground.

Yeg. In addition, I might say that I can remember walking with
my asrandfather, he had a Post Dffice box that he would get his
mail every morning. I remember, as a little kid, walking with
him up to the Poat Office and he would meet these businessmen
on the atreet and they would shake hands, "Good morning, Daddy."
and leave a bill in his hand. Probably at that time it wasn't
over five dollars or maybe a dollar. They knew at that time,
they knew where it was going, what it was going to be used for,
and there was a financial accounting of everything, every dollar
went inte the work.

Are those books anywhere now that would give vou an indication
of how much they spent for what?

I have the original records of some of the board meetings of the
Hission,

S0 it was funded, one, through the Community Chest., 1t was also
just by on the street contributions.

Right. And people were willing and ready to give because they

had such faith. They knew that this was going into the work,
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It wasn't 70 percent going into administration. It was going
inte the work.

They didn't take that off of their taxes. You didn't have in-
come tax yet, did you?

Ho.

You didn't have to do that, you didn't have to. . . .

Mo, you sure didn't. You were asking about the Lord's Ground.
They took one body off of a freight car. They never did locate
the man's family or anything.

We had an interruption. Let's come back to wvhere we were.

I remember one character, a little Italian man that went around
Cedar Rapids, known as "ismy the seissor grinder,' 1 have, in
fact I'm going to giwve to the Art Association, the old acissor
grinder. It's & little thing that he pushed around the side=-
walk and he rang a litcle bell and the ladies would come out

and he would grind their scissorse. He was a great patrom of the
Mission. He would go to every service in the evenings and "JTimmy
the scissor grinder"was buried out there. There's a record, 1
have a record at home and Linwood Cemetery has a record of those
who are buried there. I thiok there's still a few spots left.
If there's still spots left, what if we have someone die now and
you don't know who they ate, you just find them on the street.
Even though the Migsion isn't here anymore, who would you apply
to to have them buried out there?

It would be a city project. On that ground. I'm going to
follow that through and see if there aren't some lots left

and tell the authorities about it because 1 did tead where they
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did bury people. The city buried them, they're running out of
land too, I thiok.

Who would oversee that? Would it be the ¥? It can't just be
the city.

It's one of our city projects, it would have to be the city
that would take care of thes.

We talked about the Gazette and Turner's, guite unusual busi-
pesses to be right next to the Mission. Actually wery handy
businesses. We alss talked about saloons and taverns. What
was it like to have saloons and taverns here and also you told
me once about a trip you took with your grandfather where, 1
think you snuck out. (Laughter)

Alcohel has been & big problem for many generations. Saloons
were before the 18th amendment tuled out alechol. They were
along the First Street there. The Missions all over the
country were wery much taking care of aleoholics and people
who had problems.

They let them in when they were drunk? That wasn't a stipu-
lation?

They generally didn't have that kind of a problem, but they
were right in that section where those people were. When you
mentioned about going to Chicago, my father one time, I knew
that he wanted te go to Chicago to visit the Mission and I
was a teenager and I wanted to go to Chicage for something,
go 1 said one day, "Dad, let's go to Chicage to visit the
Mission". 5S¢ we did. The Mission was located on Clark

Street right under the elevated, around the corner from
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State Street. We went in, they were having their evening ser—
vice and when my dad came in they invited him up to the pulpit
to share in the program. I sat down in the back row. Whoever
the minigter was. . . the ministers from the various churches
always have supplied the sermon . » o the minister that night
wag talking about right around the corner is & dem of vice. He
gave such & vivid description of it, I thought that maybe 1'd
better check this out! (Laughter) My father didn't know to
his dying day, | slipped out the door, went around the corner
gnd sure enouph, there was the den of wice.

Tou were a teenager.

I was & teepager. It was in the summertime and they had these
beaded curtains down over the front of the building. 1 sepa-
rated the curtains and loocked in and sure encugh, Chere was a
big long bar and at the other end were gals dancing and they
didn't have any more on than a swimming suit. If it had been
today, they would have had. . . (Laughter)

I slipped in and I remember I sat down at the bar and had a
Coca Cola.

Waa there a drinking age level?

They also sold Cokes. I got in there. My dad didn't know to
his dying day. I got back to the Mizsion, sat down in time for
my father to give the benediction. He didn't know that T had
checked out that den of wice. (Laughter)

He probably knows now.

We talked also sbout earlier transportatiom. There's a neat

gtory aboutr Doc.
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The old Mission horse. Back in the day of the horse and buggy,
the city provided Grandad with a little carriage to go around and
take care of the needy people. You brought me a picture there.
There was a picture there, thev were delivering Thanksgiving
baskets. Would that be Doc?

Probably was. Doc was the old, retired fire horae. A big white
horso. I remember him as a little kid. EGrandad would get in the
carriage and call on the needy. The problem was that Doc was a
retired fire horse and whenever there was a fire, Doc was going to
the fire. Grandad couldn't hold him.

They can't teach an old dog new tricka.

At the top of the A Avenue wviaduct, Doc went around the corner,
they didn't make it. He tipped Grandad over, heading for the fire.
He broke Grandad's leg., Back in those days, the femur joint, the
ball and aocket, they didn't replace them as they do today. 5o
Grandad limped all of his life, he carried a little gold-headed
CAne .

Do you still have thst cane?

Mo, I wish I had. I don't know what happenmed to it. It was just
a little gold=headed cane.

You have treasures of Grandfather which we'll talk about later.
1t's too bad you don't heve that cane. What were the other forms
of transportation, you mentioned the fire engines had horses.
Were there no cars?

There were sCreel CArs.

You couldn't go to0 a fire on 4 street car.

Mo, In telation to street cara. B.D, 5illiman, who so many
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people know. B.D. i3 now over in Che retirement home at Mercy
Hospital.

Hallmarc?

Hallmar. B.D, was & great speaker: 1 heard him conce speaking
to his students, the students at Coe College, and he gave his
early history in which he said, "I got on & street car to go out
te Coes T read an insurance sign wup on the side of the car, and
it said, "Where will you be when you're 652" 1 didn't even know
where I was going to be when I got off of the street carl!” Then
he went on to tell about his life. He said, "I worked my way
through college and I stayed in attics like our artists did. I
stayed in the Armstrong attic, the Stewart attie, I only mention
this because I want you to kmow I stayed in some of the best
attice in town. {Laughter)

Wnat was his business when you talked about. . .

B.D.5illiman? He was an attorpney. He represented the chain
gtores. He was a very fine attorney.

Mow he's not still alive today, or he is, you say.

He's alive. He and Bill Gray was his partner in the law firm.
Did he know alot about the Mission?

He would hawve, whem he could remember Chings.

In the pictures of the Sunshine Hission, there's & huge electric
sign that sits up on top of it, with a star, that says, "Jesus,
the Light of the World," Tell us a story about that, there are
alot of stories with i, Tell us some things about that sign.
It was & large sipn, and it was lit with electric bulbs. As you

mentioned a8 few moments ago about the railroads going through
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Cedar Rapids, the Fourth Street tracks, there were half a dozen
tracks, and it was the Worthwesterns The railreads went through
Cedar Rapids from the Fast coast to the West. A lady came in

one morning to my grandfather's office and she zaid, "1 was going
through Cedar Rapids last night and I looked down First Avenue
and I saw this big, beautiful sign, "Jesus, the Light of the
World", and I had to get off and check this city to see what

kind of a town this was. BShe was impressed with that.

Is she the lady that did something about getting money for the
gipgn? Was the gipn lit all the time?

The sign was there. HNo she was not the lady you and I discussed.
It was a little old scrub lady that came in one morning to my
grandfather and gaid, "Have you put God out of the house?" He
said, "Why?" She ssid, "Well, your light's out." He said,
"Well, we don't have the money to burn that light all night, it's
lit til 10 o'clock in the evening." So she lefr, I think, a
dollar. She said, "Well, maybe someday this will go towards
keeping that light burning. Grandad was telling that story at

a copvention for what was called the Christian Endeawvor, a youth
program in the state. At the state convention, they told that
story and before they adjourned, they came down and they said,
"We're going to keep that light burning." So they financed the
burning of that light and on Sunday nights, I mentioned about
that radie pregram, I can recall it was alwavs broadcast from
the Sunshine Mission under the "Great Electric Light...Jesus,

the Light of the World, which light is kept burning all night

every night through the courtesy of the Christian Endeavor,"










































































































































